June 2011

Dear HMADS Soon To Be First Graders,


I am looking forward to a great year with you! In order to get ready for the First Grade please complete the following over the summer:

The following is a list of books that you can read with your child in the summer and throughout the coming school year.  The books that are listed reflect a variety of the topics pursued in the First Grade.  You should feel free to choose from this list according to the interests of your child and the availability of books in libraries and stores.   

Choose 3 to read, and complete the attached book report for 1 book. 
Thinking with Numbers

Crews, Donald        Ten Black Dots
Giganti, Paul           Each Orange Had Eight Slices
Kellogg, Steven       How Much is a Million
Tang, Greg             Math For All Seasons
Journeys & Exploration

Barton, Byron    I Want to be an Astronaut
Lauber, Patricia    How We Learned the Earth is Round
*Sis, Peter            Starry Messenger
Young, C. & Miles, J.    Ships, Sailors, and the Sea
By Boat, By Plane, By Train

Burton, Virginia Lee        Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel
Crews, Donald        Freight Train, The Short Cut, Big Mama
Gibbons, Gail        Trains
Other Good Books

Asch, Frank            Happy Birthday Moon
Allen, Pamela            Mr. Archemides’ Bath
Chase, Edith Newlin        The Tale of Thomas Mead
Hoban, Russell        Bread and Jam for Frances
Lester, Julius            John Henry
Lobel, Arnold        Owl at Home, Frog and Toad
Martin, Bill             Polar Bear, Polar Bear What Do You Hear
Minarik, Else Holmelund    Little Bear’s Visit
Miss Elaine Reccomends…
The Library Mouse by Kirk

Howay for Wodney Wat by Lester

A to Z Mysteries (any book in the series) by Roy

Francis (any book) by Hoban

The Listening Walk by Paul Showers
Also, keep a journal (a black and white notebook is fine) and write about things that you do or see over the summer. Here are some ideas… you may choose from these, or come up with your own. (2-3 sentences and a picture is good.) Complete at least 7 entries. 

· Imagine you could plan your own summer camp. Write about the activities you would plan for your campers.

· Describe how you celebrated the 4th of July.

· How do you feel when you watch fireworks? 

· Make a list of things you would bring for a summer picnic. 

· Make a list of ten things you like to do when you are NOT at school. 

· Do you like to play in the snow or in the sand? Why? 

· Do you think it would be fun to work at a zoo? What would be the best or worst part of the job? 

· What is your favorite thing to do in the summer? Why? 

· What was your favorite vacation/daytrip? What did you do? 

. Please have a safe and happy summer! 

~Miss Elaine –HMADS First Grade Teacher
